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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method of manufacturing a computer system comprising the steps of: 

receiving, by an order entry system, an order for a computer system; 

generating a hardware list and a software list from the order, the 
hardware list including hardware components, the software list including 
software components; 

verifying that the software components of the software list are 
compatible with the hardware components of the hardware list; 

assembling the hardware components designated by the hardware list 
if compatibility is found in the verifying step; and 

loading the software components of the software list onto the 
assembled hardware components if compatibility is found in the verifying 
step. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of terminating the 
manufacturing method if the software components of the software list and the 
hardware components of the hardware list are found to be incompatible in the 
verifying step. 

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of recording the software 
components designated by the software list on a storage device to enable a 
user to restore the software components at a later time. 
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1 4. A method of manufacturing a computer system comprising the steps of: 

2 receiving, by an order entry system, an order for a computer system; 

3 generating a hardware list and a software list from the order, the 

4 hardware list including hardware components, the software list including 

5 software components; verifying that the software components of the software 

6 list are compatible with each other; 

7 assembling the hardware components designated by the hardware list 
J; 8 if compatibility is found in the verifying step; and 

3. 9 loading the software components of the software list onto the 

-ho assembled hardware components if compatibility is found in the verifying 

hi step. 

* i 5. The method of claim 4 further comprising the step of terminating the 

* 2 manufacturing method if the software components of the software list are 
1 3 found to be incompatible in the verifying step. 

1 6 The method of claim 4 further comprising the step of recording the software 

2 components designated by software list on a storage device to enable a user 

3 to restore the software components at a later time. 

1 7. A method of manufacturing a computer system comprising the steps of: 

2 receiving, by an order entry system, an order for a computer system; 

3 generating a hardware list and a software list from the order, the 

4 hardware list including hardware components, the software list including 
s software components; 

6 verifying that the hardware components of the hardware list are 

7 compatible with each other; 

8 assembling the hardware components designated by the hardware list 

9 if compatibility is found in the verifying step; and 
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loading the software components of the software list onto the 
assembled hardware components if compatibility is found in the verifying 
step. 

8. The method of claim 7 further comprising the step of terminating the 
manufacturing method if the hardware components of the hardware list are 
found to be incompatible in the verifying step. 

9. The method of claim 7 further comprising the step of recording the software 
components designated by the software list on a storage device to enable a 
user to restore the software components at a later time. 

1 0. A computer system comprising: 

hardware components designated by a hardware list generated by a 
manufacturing system in response to an order supplied to the manufacturing system 
by an order management system; and 

software components designated by a software list generated by the 
manufacturing system in response to the order supplied to the manufacturing system 
by the order management system, the software components being checked against 
the hardware components by the manufacturing system to verify that the software 
components are compatible with the hardware components prior to assembly of the 
hardware components and loading of the software components on the assembled 
hardware components. 

1 1 . The computer system of claim 1 0 wherein the hardware components are 
selected from the group including processors, memory, and storage drives. 
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1 12. The computer system of claim 1 0 wherein the software components are 

2 selected from a group including BIOS files, operating systems, drivers, 

3 utilities, application software and vendor software. 

1 1 3. The computer system of claim 1 0 further comprising: 

2 a storage device having software components recorded thereon, the software 
M- 3 components including the software components designated by the software list; and 
5 4 the assembled hardware components including the software components 



%i 5 loaded thereon from the storage device so that the computer system includes the 

as as 

yJ 6 software components designated by the software list, whereby the storage device 

m 7 provides a user with the capability to restore the software components onto the 

* M 8 assembled hardware components. 

: LH i 14. The computer system of claim 13 wherein the assembled hardware 

O 2 components include an identification number. 



1 15. The computer system of claim 14 wherein the identification number is stored 

2 in the assembled hardware components. 

1 16. A computer system comprising: 

2 hardware components designated by a hardware list generated by a 

3 manufacturing system in response to an order supplied to the manufacturing system 

4 by an order management system; and 

5 software components designated by a software list generated by the 



e manufacturing system in response to the order supplied to the manufacturing system 

7 by the order management system, the software components being checked against 

8 each other by the manufacturing system to verify that the software components are 

9 compatible with each other prior to assembly of the hardware components and 
10 loading of the software components on the assembled hardware components. 
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17. The computer system of claim 16 wherein the hardware components are 
selected from a group including processors, memory, and storage drives. 

18. The computer system of claim 16 wherein the software components are 
selected from a group including BIOS files, operating systems, drivers, utilities, 
application software and vendor software. 

19. The computer system of claim 16 further comprising: 

a storage device having software components recorded thereon, the software 
components including the software components designated by the software list; and 
the assembled hardware components including the software components 
loaded thereon from the storage device so that the computer system includes 
the software components designated by the software list, whereby the 
storage device provides a user with the capability to restore the software 
components onto the assembled hardware components. 

20. The computer system of claim 1 9 wherein the assembled hardware 
components include an identification number 

21 . The computer system of claim 20 wherein the identification number is stored 
in the assembled hardware components. 

22. A computer system comprising: 

hardware components designated by a hardware list generated by a 
manufacturing system in response to an order supplied to the manufacturing system 
by an order management system; and 

software components designated by a software list generated by the 
manufacturing system in response to the order supplied to the manufacturing 
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system by the order management system, the hardware components being 
checked against each other by the manufacturing system to verify that the 
hardware components are compatible with each other prior to assembly of the 
hardware components and loading of the software components on the 
assembled hardware components. 

23. The computer system of claim 22 wherein the hardware components are 
selected from a group including processors, memory, and storage drives. 

24. The computer system of claim 22 wherein the software components are 
selected from a group including BIOS files, operating systems, drivers, 
utilities, application software and vendor software. 

25. The computer system of claim 22 further comprising: 

a storage device having software components recorded thereon, the software 
components including the software components designated by the software list; and 
the assembled hardware components including the software components 
loaded thereon from the storage device so that the computer system includes 
the software components designated by the software list, whereby the 
storage device provides a user with the capability to restore the software 
components onto the assembled hardware components. 

26. The computer system of claim 25 wherein the assembled hardware 
components include an identification number. 

27. The computer system of claim 26 wherein the identification number is stored 
in the assembled hardware components. 
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